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Abstract

Geoparks are “parks of the earth” that make use of geoscientific resources such as beautiful
topography and geology, and geoparks conserve and protect geosites, which are natural heritage
associated with earth activities, as “heritage of the earth”. At the same time, role of geoparks is to
contribute to the sustainable development of the region by utilizing them for education, enlightenment,
and research. In addition, as they are unique assets of the region, they can be used for regional
development. On the other hand, in Japan, each region began to place importance on geoparks after the
2010s, and efforts to utilize them have only just begun in earnest.

In this paper, I analyze what and how they make efforts to promote geotourism, which is one of
regional development policies, based on a comprehensive survey of geoparks in Japan.

The analysis revealed that while many geoparks are proactive in supporting geoguides and
collaborating with travel agencies, there are not many geoparks that provide financial support to local

businesses or promote collaboration between businesses and communities.

Keywords: geopark, geotourism, association of promoting geopark, geoguide, authorized product
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